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Abstract

This research aims to study al-Baydawi's methodology in reconciling conflicting evidence
and the impact of this approach on his opinions regarding certain contemporary
jurisprudential issues. The research problem addresses how al-Baydawi dealt with claims of
conflict in legal evidence, exploring his stance on such conflicts and his methodology for
addressing them. The researcher employed a descriptive analytical comparative method,
reviewing the sections on equivalence and preference in al-Baydawi's work. This
methodology was applied to various contemporary jurisprudential issues to derive al-
Baydawi's viewpoints and compare them with those of contemporary jurists. The study
concludes that al-Baydawi's methodology acts as a protective shield for jurists, preventing
them from falling into contradictions in rulings and fatwas. He relies on four main methods to
resolve conflicts: reconciliation, abrogation, preference, and cessation (suspension),
indicating a comprehensive approach to handling conflicting evidence. Al-Baydawi posits
that working with both pieces of evidence simultaneously—by interpreting each in a way that
contrasts with the other—is preferable to neglecting one, thereby emphasizing the importance
of utilizing legal evidence as much as possible. The analysis of several contemporary
jurisprudential issues illustrates the relevance and applicability of his methodology to current
legal developments. The researcher recommends proposing practical mechanisms to leverage
al-Baydawi's approach in contemporary fatwa formulation to ensure coherence with legal
evidence and achieve the objectives of Islamic law.
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