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Abstract

Arabic loanwords in the Malay language are not static, but the reality of the Malays
tongue testifies to many phonetic, morphological, and primarily semantic
transformations when communicating. Thus, the paper seeks this semantic change
through the contrastive historical-analytical descriptive approach. Results showed that
some of these loanwords rose from the relatively low connotation like ‘Maftuhah' is
used in social Arabic words, refers to the girl who lost her virginity before the
marriage. On the other hand, it turned out as a positive semantic in Malay words, as it
means an intelligent girl. Some of the terms also have semantic deterioration. Some
have expanded their meaning from a specific notion to a general one like <5 (every
act of vice). Meanwhile, some have condensed from general sense to specific, such as
_se=> (the majority group of Muslim scholars). Some are also changed from their old
connotation to the new ones, whether they had a similar relationship and meaning or
not. These changes occurred in line with the need for new words to be employed or
expressed their purpose in keeping pace with the social and cultural development,
semantic deviation, and Malaysian customs and traditions.

Keywords: semantic change, Arabic loan words, Malay language, amelioration,
deterioration.
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